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Dear Readers, 


45 centuries and 17,000 runs in ODIs and 
still going strong! What a wonderful innings 
he played to get his topmost score of 175! It 
appeared as though the cricket ground in 
Hyderabad turned into a voleano throwing up 
fours und sixes! A date to remember : Thursday, 
November, 5, 2009, 

Sachin is the pride of India. We love him for 
jievements; for his 








his 
beautiful and powerful 
strokes. But we 








admire him 





even more as a gentleman, 
Sachin has always entered 
the pitch with confidence. 
He has walked back to the 


Salutation to/Sachi 


pavilion, on occasions, even before the umpire 
gave him out. There have been days when ke 
fared poorly. But he took both success and 
failure with equanimity. There has never been 
an instance when he behaved badly or uttered a 
foul word on the cricket ground or outside it 
He was never involved in any scam, small or 
big. He loves his family and his country and 
gives his best to both, Ofcourse he has 
made money, but he also possesses a charitable 
mind. 








After retirement, Sachin is sure to give more 
to cricket than he has taken from it. He is a 
shining example for all of us, whatever may be 
our vocation. We salute him. 








- Editor 


M 
experienced a rumbling in the 
stomach. Thoughts of delicious food 





it is a form of violence. A starving 
person can neither work nor sleep, 
: nd cannot reach his full potential 
dominate our thoughts before the 


He 


concern, everyone's problem, And 


ice, this social evil is everyone’s 





lunch period. Occasionally an 





too, accompanies this hunger! 


and 





; - as children who believe in p 
at the same time we are all asst 


of the fact tha 
the minute we reach the dining 





ri 





hts, we all need to put our 





our hunger will end 


hands together to tackle this issue. 





able 





We could begin by not wasting even 
or our lunch box. In our world there ° 


a single morsel of food. 
~ Sohan Uday Bhat, Std.VII, 
Basaveshvar International 
Public School, Bagalkot 


is no worry about where our next 
meal is coming from, We can all run, 
play, study, grow and be healthy as 
























we have gh food, 


and at the right time. 
But there is another 
world which exists side by 


side with ours. In this 


world live millions of 
hungry children. They are 

really unfortunate and do not Ns 
get even two square meals a 

day, not even a plate of rice or Be 


acouple of rotis! They goto bed 

















onan empty stomach everynig 
How can a starving child study? 
Orhow can they beta 
and care? 

The right to sufficient food a 
water is a basic human right. Hung 
is more than just a social injustice: 





group of students from the Sai 
Matriculation Higher Secondary 
School, Madipakkam, Chennai were 
talking to each other animatedly 
Their teacher, Ms. Kanniammal was 
trying her best to control the 
excited children. 

Srihari: I 
can’t believe it! 
We are actually 
here at the Bharathan 
Publications 

Priyanka: Yes, 
and we are going to 
learn all about the 
making of *Gokulam’ 

Sub-editor Rampriy 
Welcome children! It’s 
great to have youall here. 
Tam sure you must all be quite 
curious to know how ‘Gokulam’ is 
made. 

“Of cours 
in unison. 
hin : Where is the printing 
machine? Can I have a look at it? 

Sub-editor : Not so fast. Why 
don’t westart at the beginning? That 
would be easier to understand too. 

The children were led into a huge 
room where a number of people were 
working busily on their computers 

Sub-editor: Thisis our editorial 
department...the place where the 
magazine actually takes birth. 








cried the children 
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+ Kamesh a! within 
amyasti gitoria 
selecting 


Ramyasri : Do all these people 
work on Gokulam? 


Sub-editor : No, we have 
different sub-editors for the Englisi 
as well as the Tamil version of the 
magazine. The other editors take 
the famous Tamil weekly, 
*Kalki’ and the immensely popular 
monthly magazine ‘Mangayar 
Matar 

Kameshwari : Wow! Look et 
these piles ofletters. Are they all for 
Gokulam? 

Sub-editor : You are right! 
Gokulam receives hundreds of 
letters each week. Children from all 





e 0 




















over the country and also abroad 
send us their stories, poems, facts 
and trivia, We sort these letters on a 
daily basis and file them in their 
spective folders. We also receive 
contributions through e-mail 
Priyanka : My god! That's a 
whole lot of letters to be sorted out. 
Sub-editor : 
Next we make a 








But its lot of fun 

cist. 
Nithin : Oh! I suppose that 

means you will be decidin; 


too, 






the 





matter which will appear in pages 
one to eighty, 


to ‘Gokulam?! 


Sub-editor: You 
are partly right but not 
in that order. We 
divide the whole 
book into three 
sections known as 
formes 

Srihari: Are you 
given any dates to 








finish these formes 
Sub-editor : Of course 

yes! We have three deadlines to 

meet every month, without which the 

magazine would be delayed 
Ramyasri: | am curious to meet 

the person who draws all the 


pictures. 

Sub-editor : Gokulam has a 
team of artists who work from their 
own studios. After selecting the 
material, we edit and re-write them 
and then have a discussion with the 


artists regarding the kind of picture 





to be drawn in each page. 
Kameshwari : But how do the 
pictures and our text contribution 


appear on the same page. Do you 
join them? 

Sub-editor : Let me explain 
Afier editing the matter, we pass it 


u) 


* The DTP section 
where the text is put together 


on to the Desktop Publishing 
section. This is where the DTP 
personnel convert the matter into 
text. The text then passes on fo our 





layout artists. These artists design 
the page by setting the pictures inthe 
right place. After this, the matter is 
once again transferred to the DTP 
where the text is “wrapped” around 
the pictures and visuals, 

Then the whole 
thoroughly vetted by our proof 
reader for any possible mistake 
Next, a dummy is prepared and 1 
forme is once again read by the 
editor. After this the forme is passed 
ection. Would 
you like to visit this section? 





matter is 








onto the processi 





The whole group proceeded to the 
processing section. 

Srihari: This resembles a photo 
studio, 

Sub-editor : This is the place 
where the book finally begins to take 
shape. All the matter is transferred 
on to long rolls of films, These ere 
then exposed to ultra violet rays in 





atthe 
ren 10OKING tion 
+e one cessing & 


formes in tne P 


the Plate Exposure machine and 
transferred on to photo sensitive 
plates, These plates are then washed 
in chemical solution, These 
processed plates are taken to the 
printing section. 

Nithin : Wow! We will be going 
to the printing section next, We are 
all really looking forward to that 

Ms. Kanniammal : To be 
honest, even I am curious to see the 








process by which all this matter is 
ed to an actual sheet of 





Sub-editor : We will definite y 


there but how about a break ard 











some snac 
Ramyasri : Yi 
sounds great! 
After handing out cool drinks and 
snacks, the sub-editor asked thera, 
Would you all like to be the editor 
for some time? The children gazed 


mmy... that 











at one another in confusion, 

Sub-editor : Here is 
a file filled with 
hundreds of jokes 
contributed by our 
Why don’t 
> through 
them and select a 
for 
January issue? 













readers. 
you 





few our 
“Thats cool," 
declared 
Priyanka, 










* Gazing in wonder at the 
sigantic‘Soing* 





After finishing the snacks the 
children enthusiastically put their 
heads together and selected a few 
jokes 

Sub-editor: Thanks for hel 
me out. Now let's proceed to the 





printing section. But I want you all 
to strictly proceed ina single file, and 
don’t forget to keep your hands by 
your side. 

The children nodded 11 





ir heads 


soberly and were led into the printing 








press, 
Nithin : My god! What a 
gigantic machine! 
Kameshwari: And look at those 


enormous rolls of white paper! 
Sub-editor: Each bundle weighs 
around five hundred kilograms. The 
small crane like machine over there 
lifts them and fixes them on top of 
this huge machine called the Solna. 
The ink is poured into the allotted 
space and the sheets are fed at the 
bottom. The printed she 





Ss appear 





at the other end, 
folded into formes 
of 16 oF 32 pag 
Ramyasri: This 
is like magic! 
Sub-editor : The 
sheets are dried as 








they pass out, even 
before they are folded 
into formes. Finally 
all the formes pass 
through a flow-line 
which binds them together along 
with the cover page. The edges are 
trimmed as they pass out of the flow- 





line. And now the magazine isready! 

Ms. Kanniammal : Whew! We 
know that there was so much 
work involved in making a 





magazine. But it was really 
interesting and enlightening 
Srihari : Thanks a lot for 
explaining the whole process to us. 
Sub-editor = 
surprise for you. Do you know that 





I have another 


you are all going to feature in this 


story? You can read 






issue's cover 
about the whole visit as well as see 
shotographs in it. 

“Yahoo... That's great. We will 
preserve this magazine throughout 
our lives,” eried the children in 
unison. 


Compiled by: RPB 
Photos: Srihari 
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Dear Gokulam, thanks a lot for 
publishing my limerick in the 


November issue. My school 
principal was very happy about it and 
had put it up on our notice board. 

- Shiva Prakash, Std.VII, 


Atomic Energy Central School, 


Tirunelveli 


The editorial, ‘Keep India Clean’ 
was very interesting and I fully 
endorse your statement that we must 
change our habits, not just to please 
foreign visitors but for our own 
good. We must remember that our 
government cannot do everything. 
Citizens must become more 

~ Mansi Vinod. 


responsible and not 
Dixit, Std.X, 


dispose off waste 
indiscriminately. 

RH Kapadia New High School, 
Ahmedabad 


Gokulam is my favourite 
magazine. read it without fail, even 
during exam time! Can I send 
articles on scientists and other 
famous personalities? 

~ Suvesha Chandrasekaran, 
Std. VIII, Marol Education 
Academy’s High School, 
Mumbai 

(Dear Suvesha, You may send in 
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articles on any topic; just ensure 
that you put in your complete 
details. — Editor) 


T have been an ardent fan cf 





restin 


Gokulam for the past four years and 
I find it more informative and 
olourful with each passing month. 
hank you for publishing my 
contribution in the Viewpoint 
section. 





- S.Suganthan, Std.X, 
DAV BHEL School, 
Ranipet 


T ama new reader of Gokulam. 
My cousin introduced me to this 
magazine and I immediately 


subscribed to it. Unfortunately I 
don't get the book on time due to 
which I can’t take part in the 
competitions. What is the reason for 
the delay? 
- Rashmi.K, Std. VIII, Nuthan 
High School, Chikamagalur, 
Karnataka 
(Dear Rashmi, the posting date 
‘for the magazine is the 26* of every 
month, that is, the December issue 
is packed and posted on the 26" of 
November itself. This is in order to 
ensure that the book reaches you on 
time. Do make inquiries at your 
local post office about the delay. 
And the last date for all our 


E j j 

=ditoria 
— IN IG 
competitions are the 25%, thereby 


giving our readers sufficient time to 
participate. Editor) 


T have always been a regular 
reader of your magazine. Now Iam 
in college and I would like to 
know whether I can contribute to 
Gokulam. 

- Akaash. M. Nichani, 
Poonamallee, Chennai 

(Dear Akaash, Gokulam is a 

magazine for all ages and can be 


enjoyed by everyone. But we accept 
contributions only from school 
children. Maybe you could help 
your younger sibling, cousin or 
friend to make a contribution to 
us, ~Editor) 


Tam an ardent fan of Gokulam. 
‘The stories are very interesting and 
language is also lucid, which makes 
it easy to read. My favourites are 
Viewpoint and Grandmaworm. I 
also liked R.T.Factor and the 
October editorial on Gandhi and 
Obama. The system of voting forthe 
poster is a great idea. Happy New 

Year to all readers. 

~ Siddharth Kannan, 
Std.IX, DAV Public School, 
Navi Mumbai 

I started reading Gokulam from 
June 2009 and find the magazine to 
be excellent. All the best and keep 
itup! If have written an article on 
a festival which we celebrate in 
March, when should I send it to you? 

~ Akanksha.P.Wadhavkar, 
Std. VIII, Shantinagar High 
School, Mumbai 

(Dear Akanksha, all articles 

should be sent two months in 


advance. Your article should reach 
us by the end of December. Editor) 
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Dear Grandma, 

1'm in tenth standard now, At 
college level F want to take up art 
subjects. But my friends say it's 
useless and that L should take up 
science ar commerce, Please advise. 

- Rushab R.Bhan 
Ranebennur 








Dear Rushab, 

What you have to study at college 
depends on what you want to be in 
future. Supposing you are keen on 
becoming a lawyer, you can take up 
art subjects, get your B.A. degree and 
then study law. On the other hand if 
you want to serve people asa doctor 
you have to study biology, chemistry 
and physics. Take commerce if you 


ak 
want fo become an auditor or banker. 
As you know, the choices are plenty. A | | 4 
So make up your mind as to your i y) 
2 Ue 


T have eight pen-friends, 
Is it good or bad to have many 


penpals? 
- Megha S.Kumar, 
Bengalooru 

Dear Megha, 

It isnot the number of pengals 
or the number of letters 
exchanged that matters, What 
is important is, what you write 


in those letters and the amount 





future career and select your course 
of study accordingly. Remember, it 
is your future and not that of any of 
your friends. 

* 







TED crewiaw Sumais ten 






of time you will be able to spare for 
those letters. The number of penpals 
should be in proportion to the time 
available for you to correspond 
with them, Ifyou don’t write to them 
for lack of time, they will feel 
nded. Your letters should be 
interesting and contain useful 
information about your city, state or 
country and its people, their 
language, culture, etc. You can also 
comment on events and call for your 
pen friend’s views in the matter. 
Such exchange of thoughts and 
information makes us wiser, besides 
improving our writing skills 
bak 


Fat or 


Though I'm not fat, my friends 
and relatives say lam! Whenever 
they call me ‘fat’, I feel sorr 
Please help. Don't publish my 
name. I'm very sensitive! 

~ Anon, Bengalooru 

Dear sensitive girl, 











First of all, you must get rid of J 


your sensitiveness. So many 
people in this world are fat but 
very successful in life. You may J 
not be obese, but some children 


become a little plump at a particular 
age. Consult your family doctor. If 
you are not over weight for your age 
and height, don’t worry about 
teasers, Be brave and ignore them. 
Without any reaction from you, they 
will soon become bored and quit 
making fun of you. 


kk 
There are many stray dogs in 











the area I live. I pity them and I 
want to help them. What can I do? 





Dear Shrivaibavi, 

Stray dogs roaming about i 
streets are a menace to society. A dog 
bite is dangerous and can do great 
harm to the victim. Moreover, 
treatment for rabies is costly and 
painful. The Hosur municipality 
must roundup these dogs and take 
them in kennels. A 
veterinarian should 
appointed. There is not much that 
you can do by yourself. However, 
you can create awareness by talking 
about this 
You can also write letters to people 
who matter, drawing their attension 
to this sad state of affairs. Hosur is 





care of 
also be 


roblem often with elders. 








full of industries, and the 
industrialists can doa lot ifthey want 
to. 


kkk 
T used to hang out with a whole 








group of friends but now-a-days 

none of them seem to even think 

about me, just because I got a jew 

marks more than them in tests. 
Please help me. 

- Anjana Gayathri, 

Chennai 








Dear Anjana, 

You'll have to do a little heart 
searching. Why are your former 
friends avoiding you now? Is it just 
because you've scored a few macks 
more oris there something wrong. in 
your attitude towards them? If i: is 
, youcan't 
for the sake of 
a few friends’ jealousy. But if it is 
something in your behaviour {hat 
offended them, correct yourself end 
say “sorry. If you are unable to find 
any reason” after retrospection, go 
to them and ask, “What's wrong? 
Make them understand that you are 
willing to make amends. Keep your 
chin up but don’t forget to smile. 
You'll win back your friends, Gcod 
luck. 





just the marks, don’t w 





sacrifice your futur 











Love, 
Grandmaworm 


Quiz Time 










1, Who created Wikipedia, the famous 
informative web site? 

2. Which name is shared by both a fruit and 
abird? 

3. How many spikes are there on the Statue 
of Liberty's crown? 
4, Who is the author of the book “Dreams From 
My Father"? 





5. What does the prestigious Ironman event 
consist of ? 











- V.Pooja, Std.VIII, 
KY-CLRI, Chennai 





foK> pu uoyreryy “FuMUMUINS’s 
MnyT soleAy KUMP] ss49MSUY 





puregg youeg'y warog'e 












1. What do you call a room where an artist 
works? 


2. Name the room allotted for passengers in a 


ship. 





3. What are rooms in hospitals called? 
4, Name an underground room used for storing 
|, wine, etc. 





co: 








5. Where do you safeguard your jewels and 
important documents? 


- Vinod.S, Std. VIII, Bengalooru 


meas “END “PHEAN'E 
wiqeZ ‘orpmig’| : S4DMSUY 
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The classroom is a miniature 
world filled with various characters, 
some of them really funny, a few 
horrid, and some just plain cra: 
But what would the class be without 











all: These are the 
first students you will notice, for they 
usually sit in the first bench. ‘Their 
faces are forever buried in the books 
and the library is their favourite 
place. 

‘The Teacher’s Pet : Most intent 
on pleasing the teacher, they 
volunteer for everything including 
carrying books and cleaning the desk 
and black board, y time a 
question is asked, they will get over 
excited and put up their hands up just 
to indicate that they know the 
answer, They will do anything to get 
the monitor's badge. 

The do-it-all kid = 
students spend more 
participating in competitions than 
attending classes. ‘They are the Jeck 
and Master of all trades and strut 
around with a bunch of certificates. 

‘The Frenemies : The topper is 
always studying and working hard 
and the second ranker sits right 
beside, studying and 
working too, Though they 
sit and study together they 
aren't really friends. The 





These 
time 
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The 





topper is always worried abcut 
losing his position and the runner- 
up is tense that he may always be 
only a second ranker! 

‘The Hyenas: These students «re 
the eternal gigglers. They giggle at 
everything, at the birds outside, at the 
new kid and even the empty black 
board! And they are unstoppable 
when the teacher says something 
like, “The square of the roots is equal 
to the third of the multiple of four.” 

Dennis the Menace : He is tae 
quintessential naughty kid, Henever 
finishes his homework or studies for 
the test as he is busy with 
his pranks; he has a few 
faithful assistants too, to 
help him in his mission. 
This kid has a close 














relationship with the principal as he 
is always in and out of her room. 

The Sisterhood : These girls are 
BFFs (best friends forever). They sit 
together, seat together, laugh 
together and even absent themselves 
from school on the same day! They 
can literally finish each other’s 
sentences 

The Potterholics : 
students are ardent fans of Harry 
Potter, School is Hogwarts, their 









These 


favourite teacher is Lupin and their 
most hated teacher is Snape. Their 
best friends are Ron and Hermione 
and their enemy is Malfoy 

‘The Cool Kid : This kid finishes 
hishomework without any fuss. His 
marks border on the average but he 





ishappy with them. He is ea 





the 





jassroom 


and gets along with everybody. 

The Day Dreamers : With a 
glazed look and a vague smile, these 
dreamers are lost in their own world. 
They are hardly aware of anything 
in the class, the teacher shouting at 





the top of her voice or students 
fighting with each other. 

Sleeping Beauties : These 
students come to schoo! for the sole 
purpose of sleeping! They are 
drowsy in the first period and asleep 
by the next. Teachers don't bother 
to wake them up because they know 
for sure that the SBs will fall asleep 
again. 





- Poornapriya.S, Std.VII, 
KV — Ashok Nagar, 
Chennai 
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Up Above 


The universe is so vastin relation 
to the matter it contains. To expiain 
itmore clearly, it could be compared 
to a grain of sand in a building 20 
miles in length, breadth and height 

The universe is now thought to 
between 15 and 20 billion years old 

Our sun has an expected lifetime 
of around 10 billion years 

- J.Vishnu, Std.X1, Sunbeam 
MHSS, Vellore 





‘The first photograph of the moon 
was taken in 1840 by J.W.Drape: 

The first manned flight around the 
moon was by Apollo 8 in December 
1968, This mission paved the way 
for Apollo 11 which successfully 
carried Armstrong to the surface of 
the moon, 





- Dinesh.M, Std.VII, 
lakshmi MHSS, 
imbatore 











= 


The Planet Uranus was 
discovered by Sir William Herschel 
in 1781 and Neptune was discovered 
by John Couch Adams in 1846, 

~ Abhishek.R, Kendriya 
Vidyalaya No 1, Mangalore 


The Sun is middle-aged; it is 
halfway through its 10 billion year 
lifetime 

Earth's galaxy, the Milky W 





contains about 400 billion stars 
That's not all, there are hundreds of 
billions of other galaxies in the 
universe, some of which are much 





Jarger and contain many more sters 
than the Milky Way. 

Astronomers have discovered 
dozens of planets orbiting stars other 
than the Sun, We know of many 
more planets outside our solar 
system than inside. 

- H.Aiswarya, Std.XI, 
JGVY, Chennai 
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With Christmas and New Year 
fast approaching, you can 
surprise your friends and 
guests with these easy to 
make sweets. And the 
best part is that the 
ingredients for these are 
readily available in your 
kitchen! 







< 






BISCUIT 
HALWA 


Ingredients = 
Glucose biscuits ~ 10 nos. 
Sugar — 2 tsp 
Milk ~ 100 ml (well boiled) 
Ghee —2 tbsp 

Method : Crush the biscuits 
intoa fine powder. Place sugar, milk, ~ 
ghee and the powdered biscuits ina 


-u. _ stirring this mixture and within 4-5 
pan and cook on low flame. Keep g 


minutes it attains the consistency of 
halwa. Switch off the flame 
and remove pan from stove 
immediately. Add some 
L more ghee, if required 
Garnish with chopped 
nuts. Your Biscuit Halwa 
is ready, 
D.M.Vishwatha, 
Dindigul, Tamil Nadu 





.). a ere 














































Method : 
In a thick bottomed pan add 
water, milk and sugar. Stir this on 
Jow flame till this mixture becomes 
syrupy in consistency, Switch off the 
gas and let it cool, Trim the crust 
‘edges off the bread and cut each slice 
diagonally into two 
triangles, Takea frying pan 
and heat some ghee in it, 
Fry bread slices in ghee till 
they are golden brown. Top 
these fried slices with the 
syrup and garish with small 
bits of cashew nut. Sprinkle 
cardamom powder on top. 
Your yummy Shahi Tukra is 
ready to be enjoyed 
- Aamani.¥, 
Std. IX, 
Green Valley High School, 
Hyderabad 


SHAHI TUKRA 
Ingredients: 
Bread Slices ~ 6 nos. 
Sugar — | small cup 
Powered cardamom — & 


tsp 
Cashew nuts ~ 6 nos. 
Milk — 2tsp 





Ghee for frying 
Water - 1 small cup 
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S.Sreeram 
Std. NV, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
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KN. Roshann 
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ee | Cool Curd Rice 
Lye) 2D T really love my curd rice, 
PE: Tthink it’s very, very nice. 
u I would eat it each and everyday, 
And still love it anyway! 
- Sankalp Harikrishnan, 
Std.I, Sindhi School, 



















‘Their deeds and cause are most 
righteous and just 


To teach and give knowledge is D2J \ 
a must, My — 


With stacks of papers, books and 
pens in hand 
Modest looking, nothing far 
too grand, 
Glasses kept aloft on furrowed brow 
With patience, love and wit they've 
been endowed, 
‘These teachers work to give their 
kids the best 
And then go home and take 
care of the rest, 
‘Through their experience they've 
gained insight 
For their respective topics 
they will fight, 
‘They take the greatest care 
not to neglect 
‘That's why I give them 
my utmost respect. 
- Vijay Jayaram, Std.X, 
IMSA, Chicago 








Budding Baris 


Best Batsman 


‘The most smashing batsmen is the Little Master 
Bow! to him and you will meet disast 
‘Twelve thousand runs in tests is no joke 
Improving himself through every stroke, 
Laurels and awards in every test 

Surely Sachin is the Best! 

- Vishnu Raghuraman, 
Std. VII, Del 
Gurgaon, Haryana 







T want everything that money can buy 
Bikes and dresses, gadgets and cars, 

I want a house at Beverly Hills 

I want a life with all its thrills, 

‘The road to heaven has to be trudged 
But on earth I prefer an Accord, 
If you call this materialism, then so be it 
J want everything that money can buy; 
But that’s not the whole of me. 

1 do feel the pinch and pain 

When I see a child begging in the rain, 
A portion of my wealth 

Iwill save for him, 

| will brighten his life 
For I know it is dim. 

For long he has suffered 
No more must he cry, 
That's why I want everything} 
that money cé 

































1) Aman was critically wounded 
in a war fought in the year 2007, He 
died a few months later but was 
buried in year 2006. How is this 
possible? 

2) How many members of each 
type of animal did Moses take on the 
Atk? 

3) Take two identical buckets 
filled with water. Gently place a 
brick in one of the buckets, Which 








one would weigh heavier? 
4)What is it when placed in a 
bucket makes it lighter? 
Compited by : Pranitha, Std.VUII, 
City International School, Pune. 







nats 


5) You throw away the outside 
and cook the inside, Then you eat the 
outside and throw away the inside, 
What did you eat? 








6) What can you catch but not 
throw? 


7) What goes around the world 
but stays in a corner? 


8) | have holes in my top and 
bottom, my left and right and in the 
middle, But I still hold water. What 
am I? 


9) I'm the part of the bird 
that’s not in the sky. I can 


eeslers! 


swim in the ocean, yet 
remain dry. Who am I? 





Compiled by : 





4D. Tytler School, 


New Delhi 
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T was really surprised when | - Stamps 
received an overseas envelope from _~ Pens, colours and pencils, 
my friend in New Zealand. I tore it - Address Book 
‘open excitedly and found that she Start by writing to your best 
had sent me a few interesting paper friend, cousin, grandma or your 
cuttings, a post cardandahandmade aunty. Add a latest photograph of 
card, Iwas very thrilled and the card, yourself, draw a cartoon or you could 
in addition to occupying a prime even copy out a joke from any 
place on my study table, also serves magazine. As you continue to write 
as a reminder to take some time out I am sure you will brighten many 
towrite letters. Today mobile phones hearts and lives. 
and e-mails have replaced traditional Happy Letter Writing! 
mails and have become instant - Shoba Ranjit Singh, Kilpauk, 
communication channels. The Chennai 
postal letters now nick named as 


il 
“Snail Mails" have lost their Gna"! 
° 





importance and very few people 4%™= ~ 
spend time in writing one 

After receiving a juicy letter, I felt 
that all of us should write one atleast 
‘once amonth. | am sure that if we 
cultivate the habit of letter writing, 
this dying art will be restored to its 
former glory. Here are a few basic 
things which you need to assemble 
before starting off: 





A letter pad embossed with your 
favourite character or even scented 
ones 

~ Envelopes in different sizes and 
colours 

- Picture post cards of places, 
animals, sports personalities, etc 

~ Interesting cut outs 





A few years 
ago on Ganesh 
Chaturthi, my father 

bought a small clay 

model of Lord Ganesha, 
We all worshipped him, 
decorated him with flowers 

and offered sweets as 
prasad for the customary ten 
days, After this came the 

immersion ceremony. As we 
lived in a flat we decided to 
immerse the idol in a small tub 
filled with water inside the house 

itself, My father lowered the idol 

into the tub and closed it with a 

lid, ‘The next day, my sister and 1 
opened the lid to see the state of 
the idol, Imagine our surprise and 
shock when we found a frog 
swimming happily inside the tub! 
Our lord Ganesha had disappeared 
and taken incamation as a frog! We 
screamed in terror and our parents 
came running and they too were 
extremely surprised. My father toox 
the tub out of our flat and poured the 
water along with the frog on the roac. 
My mother deduced that the frog 
must have been in the clay which 
was used to model the idol. Soon, 
we got over our fright and started 
laughing at the fat that all along we 
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had been offering puja to a frog! 
- Suklesh.S.Rao, Std.VI, 

Ryan International School, 
Bengalooru 


MY DREAM HOUSE 


The summer holidays were 
already a month old and it was pretty 
boring. How long could one read 
books and play cricket? 1 was 
feeling really down when suddenly 
I saw some labourers cutting and 
sawing wood in our back yard. Our 
garden was pretty big and I used to 





play cricket with my friends but now 
with half-a-dozen men moving 
about, even this was impossible, In 
the afternoon when my father came 
home for lunch I expressed my 
feclings but my disappointment very 
soon turned to surprise and joy. My 
parents had sensed my boredom and 
planned to constructaa tree house for 
me and my friends so that we could 
have a bonfire in the back yard and 
spend the night in the tree house. 

I was very excited. My mother 
asked me to invite all my friends and 


Worship! 


she herself was busy arranging food 
and drinks for all of us. My father 
was engaged in the construction of 

the tree house. The whole house 
was buzzing with activity. 
Finally, the big day dawned. 
I ran to the back yard to 
see the tree house and 
what a wonderful 
sight it was! I ran up 
the ladder happily 
and examined 
every nook and 
corner of the 





Experience 


small room. For me, the tree house 
seemed to be bigger and grander than 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan, 

Very soon my friends arrived. We 
received them with a glass of juice 
after which we started playing 
cricket, and as one by one all my 
twenty friends joined in, the evening 
became livelier. A few started 
playing volleyball and some were 
playing badminton. Around five ‘o" 
clock my mother called us and there 
was a feast spread out in front of us: 
mini pizzas, pastries, wafers and 
glasses of juice. After gorging on 
these we started playing the games 
which I had organized. Soon dark fell 
and the floodlights came on and we 
started collecting wood for the 

















a 


bonfire, My father came and lit the 
bonfire. The electric lights were 
switched off and we sang and danced 
and played musical chair around the 
bonfire. After an hour of fun we were 
hungry once again. We gathered 
inside our house and there was a 
feast of vegetable biryani, paneer 
butter masala, phulkas and ice cream 
unlimited, 

A dinner like that and we were all 
ready to sléep, We were very excited 
about spending the night in the tree 
house. It was a wonderful feeling, 
as if sleeping in the forest. After a 
good night’s rest we woke up with 
the sun and had another round of 
games till my father called us for a 
cup of hot chocolate. Afier some 
time my friends” parents arrived to 
pick up their wards and they all left 
after expressing their 
happiness and joy. It was 
really a fun filled and 
memorable day and 
















night, [thank god for giving me such 
wonderful parents. 

-VRohit, Std.VIL, 

St. Patrick MHSS, Puducherry 


100M HURDLES 


This incident took place when 1 
was nine years old, My father was 
working in Haryana and we were 
residing in a township. Every 
evening | used to go and play in the 
park with my sister and friends. One 
day one of our friends did not tum 
up. We decided to go to her place to 
enquire about her. As her father was 
in the police department, she lived 
in the police quarters. We reached 
her place but did not notice the hu; 
police dog resting quietly behind 
gate, On seeing us the dog came out 

and started barking, We all got 
so scared that we started 
running as fast as our legs 
could carry us. Iran so fas: 
that I overtook all my 
friends, jumped over & 
puddle, ahedge and a few 
2). thomy bushes and stopped 

only on reaching home! 

Even today I can never forget 

this ‘running race’ which 1 
won hands down. 





St.John’s Sr, Sec. 
School, Chenn: 














y bird with extemal nostils 
and heace has an excep! 


nostrils 


he Kiwi is the ot 


al sense of smell. Its 








the tip of its long beak 


This helps t locate worms and insects 





deep beneath the soil 


- HJ 





avi Kum: 
Publi 


; Std.IX, New Town 
School, Bengalooru 





ish are the only sea organisms with 
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10 change colour, They are also 
ne ‘Chameleon of the Sea.” 
- Abhishek, SMCHS, Chandr 

Mab 








shtra 





The Mekong River in Asia is the tenth lc 
more than a thousand species 





world, It has 





The Caspian Sea is the | 


sea is surrounded by Russia, [ran, Azei 





ocked water body on earth. This 
aijan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan. 
- V.Akila, Std. VIII, Sree Vaijayanthee Vidhyalaya MHSS, Trichy 


-hatiatelcor 











* Rattfia Palm 





Land and Life 


A Bumblebee beats its wings a 
whopping 160 times per second! 
khila.H, Std.X1, 
TKSM HrSec.School, 
Theni 





The average weight of a 
mosquito is about 2 to 2.5 
milligram: 
3000 species of mosquitoes in the 


world, 





There are more than 





- Hamsini Natarajan, 
Std.XI, The Brigade School, 
Bengalooru 


During the feeding season, a 
fully grown Blue Whale consumes 
about 4 tons of Krill per day. Krill is 
a type of shrimp like marine 
invertebrate organism found in the 
ocean, 


The most talkative bird is the 


- B.Bhayna, Std.XI1, 
St.Mary's Sr.Sec.School, 


* Cuttlefish New Delhi 


of the Sé€a on" 
- J p—— birds that can see the 


colour blue. 


African Gray Parrot. its a native of - N.Akilandeswari, 
West and Central Africa Std.IX, Vyasa Vidyalaya, 
Chennai 





1n elephant’s trunk has more 
than 40,000 muscles, 
enabling it to pick up a 
even a single blade of 


The world’s largest 
leaves are those of the 
Raffia Palm, which 
grow upto 20m long. 
~ Varun Adishankar, 
Std.XI, Chinmaya 
Vidyalaya, Hyderabad 









grass, 


Std.IX, DAV Public 
School, Bhubaneswar * 
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“At the Junior open whole game which attracted Dipica 
U17, 2008 

smart new sports wear, cool shoes 

and sports bag. But under the 
guidance and care of her experienced 
and patient coach, she slowly 
developed a deep interest in the 
game and started winning against 
all her fellow trainees. Little 
Dipika had the full support of har 
parents who helped her to get 





membership in India Cements 


The year 2001 was atuming - The Champion 


point in young Dipika’s sporting 
career, Walking out of the plush 
tennis court she picked up a squash 
racquet and decided to confine 
herself within four walls ~ that is, 
the four walls ofa squash court. And 
Dipika Pallikal, the squash 
champion was born. 

Initially it wasthe glamour ofthe Bor on the 21st of September 


‘Squash Academy in 2002, which had 
better facilities to train her. And 
Dipika trained hard, attending every 
single pra 
National Champion within two 
years, at the 





2¢ session to become the 








of eleven! 











About the Sport 


Sauash is a racquet sport played by two or four players (singles and 





doubles) within a four walled court. The players use a small hollow rubbe 


ball, and all the walls of the court are made of elass, especially in tournaments, 
in onder to facilitate spectators’ vie: The international court size is 32 by 2! 
feet and the wall height is 15 feet. As squash is a fast-paced and a highly 
competitive sport, the courts have 10 be large enough for players to move 
freely across the floor and at the same time small enough for the game to be 
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in 1991 in Chennai, Dipika had to | ee 


sacrifice a lot right from the initial 
years. TV, chocolates, sweets were 
strictly banned and there was no 
getting up late. With hard work, grit 
and determination she slowly 
worked her way up and the results 
were there for all to see. She 
pocketed the Indian Junior Open in 
2003 and the Little Masters Bombay 
in 2004. Having established herself 
in the national junior circuit she 
decided to compete in various 
international tournaments. Some of 


of the ‘Four Walls’ 


the prestigious titles won by her 
include Asian Gold medal 2006 
(under 15), Dutch Junior Open 2005, 
Australian Junior Open 2005, 
German Junior Open 2004 and 
Australian Junior Open 2004. 
Dipika is also the first Indian Squash 


Hema Rajan 








entertaining to the spectators. 


inside requires proper air conditioning, 


system. 


player to be ranked number one in 
the under 15 category in the 
European and Asian Squash Circuit. 
She also has the under-17 French 
Open, Nordic Open and the British 
Open under her belt, Dipika is 
currently ranked at number 54 in the 
world. 

Dipika’s grandmother had 
represented Kerala in athletics, her 
grandfather was a basketball player, 










Since the court is actually a box, the area 





wilation and air-condensation 


There are various markings on the floor as well as the walls 
indicating the service boxes and the place where the ball has 10 be 
hit. The front wall is the area where most of the hits take place and 
hhas an ‘out-line’, 
During the game, players are meant to make the ball bounce 
against the front wall in the area above the tin (net) and 


@ ‘service-line’ and a net referred to as a ‘tin’. 


ag ‘ 
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her father a college level cricketer 
and her mother, Susan, was a part of 
the Indian Women's cricket team 
With so much sport talent within her 
family it was only natural that she 
became a sports professional 
Dipika finished her school 
from Lady Andal’s in Chennai and 
the authorities had wholeheartedly 
supported her hectic train'ng 
schedules. 
number of months but all her school 
lessons were available on the internet 
and Dipika managed to 
complete her schooling 
Dipika received a lot 
of modelling and film 
offers too. But her 
mother kept her focus 
firmly on the sport. And 
her father felt that 
she had a bigger 
responsibility of 
winning more laurels 





She was absent for 





for the country. In 
addition to working 





* The smiling champ 





hard, Dipika is a very religious 
person and prays at the church, 
mosque and temple, Her hob; 
include listening to music and 





surfing thenet. She believesin never 
giving up a 


cd her persistence has 





ime and again, 





quash is Dipika's first priority, 
love and life. Armed with a tough 
mind and a strong will she has the 
faith that she can achieve alot in this 
sport. While many 
sportsperson crumble 
under 
Dipika is happy that 
people expect her to 
dowell. Heradvice to 
youngsters is that 
though it is quite 
tough out there in the 
world, with grit ard 


pressure, 


determination all the 
obstacles can te 


overcome. 


below the out line, Any ball that is hit outside this area costs a point to the 





player. When starting the 


same players must 


the ball into the area 


above the service line and below the out line 
Equipment 


The racquet is 21 inches in length and weighs around 150 grams. 
The balls are made of hollowed rubber and given a matte finish and 
weigh around 25 grams. Experienced players use a super slow ball 
with very low bounce. As the ball travels at a speed of more than 
200 kmph, it is safer to wear protective gear for the eves. 
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‘VOTE FOR 6 





YOUR POSTER 


Dear Children, our sporting and cartoon heroes have lost the 
race when faced with competition from a ‘eal’ hero, a person Who 
has not only conquered outer space but also the hearts and minds 
of Indians. Teaching us that nothing is impossible, she serves as a 
true inspiration for millions of women in India. This NASA 
astronaut’s awe inspiring achievements have evoked enormous 
interest among young children in India towards astronomy and space 
science, 

Listed below are S names of readers who gave the best reasons for 
Voting for Kalpana Chawla: 

1) MS.Necthu Vasanth, Std.V1, Alphonsa MHSS, Nagercoil 2) Anusha.A.S, 
Std.V1, KV ODF, Medak, Andhra Pradesh 3) R.Yesheswini, Sd.VITI, Aditya Birla 
Publie School, Kosamba, Gujarat 4) M.Vasupradha, Std.XI, Savithri Vidyasala, 
‘Trichy 5) Anuj Jain, Std.1V, SLXavier’s High School, Raipur, Chhattisgarh 


Now vote for your March issue poster? 





© Five entries that detail the best reasons will get a reward of Rs 50/- each 


© Last date for receipt of entries: 25.12.2009. @ Editor's decision is final. 
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“Residential Address 






pists poe Sea a eee ees = 
fia hl ravi 

Ty vote goes to— La Manvestta Rahul Dravid | 
; Maradona Winnie the Pooh i 
| B | 
| secause.. | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| Name | 
| x& | 

Be Class 

| | 
| School ny 
! lf 
| | 
| | 
| | 


Signature : 





* Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
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on the 28* of December. Many more 
happy returns of the day, 

Best Wishes from 
Parents and brothers 


My sister Chaitanya 
celebrates her 7 birthday cn 
15" of December. We wish 
her success in life and may 
god give her eternal joy and 
hi 





pines. 
Best Wishes from brother 


friend Abishek, appa and amma 


™~S 
G.Gayathri 
ce ¥ear-en 
birthday on the 24" ¢ 
December, We wish her a Ashok Vardhan tums fourteen 
happy birthday. May this coming on the 22 of December. A very, 








year start on a note of cheer that very happy birthday to you. 
lingers on in the heart, year after year. Best Wishes from 
Have a great birthday! Parents, brother 
Best Wishes from i and sister 
Srividya, Hemalatha, 
Pavithra, Swetha M 


Anusha is celebrating her 
11" birthday on the 18" of 
December. Wishing her 
health, happiness, prosperity 
and a bright future. Happy 
birthday dear molu! 

Best Wishes and lots of love 
from Mummy and dadéy 





Shiva 








M.Sri Kanchana tums eighteen 
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celebrates his fourteenth birthday on 
the 14" of December, Many more 
happy returns of the day. May god 
Ee _ bless you 
Best Wishes from 
B.V.Hemanth 


Our dear baby Srijith 
celebrates 2 birthd: n 15 
f December. A very, ver 





happy birthday to you! 


Celebrations 


mee! Best Wishes from 
B.S.Vaishnavi celebrates her Sudhakaran, Geetharani, Rahul, 


third birthday on the 29" of Ramakrishnan, Sathyabama, 
December. 








Best Wishes from 
Appa, Amma, 
aand Karthik 






Vani, Aj 





R.Navin is celebrating 
his four 





nth birthday on 6 
of December. May God bless 
you with good health, good 
luck and happiness today and 

ever, Happy Birthday! 
Best Wishes from 
Mum, dad and brother 
Sharan 





My best friend Akash Chavan 
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Treta Yuga was the age when 
gods ruled heaven and earth, Maha 
Vishnu was the supreme lord of the 
universe. Itwas the duty of all minor 
gods, godesses and devas to pay 
daily obeisance to Lord Vishnu 
before starting their daily duties. 

One day, Yama, the ‘God of 
Death’, was on his way to worship 
Lord Jagannath, an incarnation of 
Vishnu, Garuda, the sacred mount 
of Lord Vishnu was perched on a tree 
nearby, The tree was a huge one and 
\was home to many different birds. 
It was located on the way to Lord 
Jagannath’s temple. 

Very soon a small, colourful bire 
came out of its nest and sat near 
Garuda, Garuda was attracted by the 
sight of the tiny bird and enjoyed 












watching its actions. Ithad a swee 
Voice and chirped gaily, and flew 
ffom one branch to the other, pecking 
at the luscious fruits hanging in 
abundance on the tree. 


Suddenly a shadow fell on the 
little bird and Garuda looked up to 
find Lord Yama staring long and hard 
at the tiny bird. After observing the 
bird for a few minutes, Yama 
proceeded to offer his prayers to 
Lord Jagannath. Garuda was now 
sure that Yama had planned to take 
the bird’s life. 

Oblivious of its impending death 
the litte bird joyfully hopped from 
‘one branch to the other. Filled with 
pity for the little bird, Garuda 
decided to save its life. Ina trice he 








carried the bird and flew three 
hundred kilometres to a mountain 
top. He settled the bird inside a tree 
hole, bade it good bye and came back 
to the same tree on which he was 
sitting before, and perched quietly 





Yama came back after offering 
his prayers and glanced at the tree. 
Not finding the bird he smiled to 
himself. A now relaxed Garuda was 
surprised to see Lord Yama smiling, 








Are you searching for that little 
bird?” queried Garuda, 

smiling Yama replied, “No, on 
the contrary, I was perplexed to see 
ithere on this tree. That little bird is 
destined to die in a tree hole atop a 
mountain three hundred kilometers 
from here. | think it must have left 
for its destination. Let me go and 
finish my job,” and he flew away in 
the direction of the mountain 

Garuda sat shell shocked. He felt 


‘Short Story 












extremely guilty that he had been 
responsible for sending the little bird 
to its death. 


He realized that it was 
too late to do anything and Yama 
would have reached his target by 
now. After shedding tears and 
grieving over the bird for sometime, 
he understood that each and every 
moment of a creature's life was pre- 
planned by God. 

~ Partha Singh, Std.XII, 
Bhubaneswar 


orombar 2000 coves AR 


France is the most table cloth! 


visited country in the - SSandhya, Std.1X, 
world. In 2008, it had The Hindu Sr. Sec. 
almost eighty million School, Chennai 


visitors, which was nearly 
30 million more than any 
other country! 

- Mansi. D. Thakkar, 


Tomato Ketchup was 
] sold in the 1830's as a 
medicine. 

Leonardo da Vinci 


SY, could write with one hand 

Fatima High School, and draw with the other at 
Badlapur, 
Maharashtra 





Lachanophobia is the fear of 
tables. the same time. 


The dot over the letter ‘i’ is called 
is atittle. 





- Apoorva Reddy, Hyderabad 


by about 700 times. 
~ Archana Anand, Std.IX, 
S60 Church School, Jamshedpur 


‘e i) Wearing headphones for an hour 
fos) @ will increase the bacteria in the ear 


a 


Apples are actually 2 member of 
the rose family 

Ethiopians cover their dinin 
table with a wheat pane: 
a, All the courses of the 
are served on top of the dining 
and the meal is officially over when 









the diners have finished eating the 
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“Hippopotomonstrosesquip 
pedaliophobia’ is the fear 
of long words. Whew! 
That's quite a mouthful! 
~ R.S.Revathy, 
XI, C.S.Ramachary 
Memorial MHSS, 
Madur: 





half an inch of rain every 





quite tree's roots 
grow about 190 feet in 


length in order to find water 





Std. 





underground in the arid 
desert regions where they are 
found 
- Abinaya Natarajan, 
Std.1V, The Brigade School, 


France! vy... 


are grown in 
square shapes in 





* Leonardo da Vinci 





Our brain can store information 










‘atermelons 


equal to five lakh sets of the 

Encyclopedia Britannica! So start 

yours gainfully! 

~ Sohan.U.Bhat, Bagalkot, 
Karnataka 















The Namib Desert in Africa 


Japan so that they may fit exactly into 
erator. But they are pretty 
expensive with each melon costing 
the equivalent of Rs.4000, 

On February 18", 1930, a cow 
flew in an aeroplane for the first time 
Sahithya. S. lye 
Std.VII, Holy Cross Convent, 

Mumbai 





the refrig 
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expert. 
Under normal circumstances it 
is practice that plays an important 
role in deciding the speed. The 
more you practice the more your 
speed improves. Set a clock 
and write two pages. Try to 
increase the speed daily and 
see that you finish the same 
number of pages in a lesser 
amount of time. But do not 
expect immediate results. It may 

Bel take even a year to improve the 
Wee speed. Ensure thet 

you do not start 


tugsrn neck FONE IN 







studies, Iam a very slow 
writer. I lose time and 
marks because of this. Kindly _sctibbling in order to increase your 
suggest a way to overcome this speed, for a neat handwriting is 









problem of mine. equally important. 
-RBharathKumar, gg x 
Std.V, Don Bosco Scho 
Navi Mumbai My mother 





says that if T 
touch my hair 





Writing is a habit formed in the 
brain, Some children have the 
ability to write ata greater speed and 
some write slowly. In are cases there 
could bea few problems in the brain 
which may have negative impact on 
our speed of writing. Such nervous 
problems can be set right by an 
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salt, ghee or honey coated hands, 
they will turn gray. Is this fact true 
or just a myth? Do let me know as 
Lam sure the answer to this 
question will clear the doubt in the 
minds of many children. 
- MSwarnalakshmi, Std.XI1, 
Jawahar Hr. Sec. School, 
Chennai 
This isamyth. Graying of hairis 
due to change in pigmentation 
Alternately, constant use of 
chemicals, pollution, and chemically 
treated water may also result in 
graying. However touching hair 















my Hair! 


with ghee orhoney coated hands 
isnot ahealthy practice because 
insects like ants, house flies 
and bees may hover over your 
hair, attracted by the smell 


tok 


T am fifteen years 
old and five feet two 
inches tall. My 


weight is only forty 
kg. We have a 


Dr.N.A.Jayavelan 
as told to G.S.S. 


Ask the Doc 


‘Send-Off’ programme in our 
school for which I have to wear a 
saree. But I look very thin in a 
saree. Please tell me what I should 
eat to put on weight within a short 
period. Iam a vegetarian, Do 
suggest some healthy foods. 
- Sneha Srinivasamoorthy, 
Std.X, Chandrakant Patkar 
Vidyalaya, Mumbai 
A balanced diet with adequate 
protein, carbohydrates and some 
fat is recommended for all normal 
healthy individuals. However, since 
you want to gain weight 
within a short period you 
may increase your food 
intake by ten to fifteen 
percent. But ensure that 
you do adequate 
exercises like jogging ot 
skipping so that the food 
is absorbed. Having 
more intake of fat may 
help in gaining weight soon 





itis unhealthy in the longrun, 
Actually you should be happy 
that you are lean. Lean 
persons have less health 
problems. If you have 
strength and resilience and 
are healthy and active you 
need not worry about being 


a >—_____ 





The names of a few places ai 
hidden in the following sentences. 
Read carefully and find them out. 

1. As Sam went out, it started 
to rain, 

2. His pain in the neck is very 
bad 

3. The war plane ‘Fishfin 
landed on a lonely island strip. 

4, No one rode the horse 
yesterday. 

5. Anew zeal and energy made 








him score well in the exams. 


6. Alex and Riaz went out to a 
function. 

7. The fat hens ran as soon as 
they saw the fox. 

8. Edwin dialled the wrong 
number. 

9. The astrologer told us that 
we are in luck now. 

10. The hunter aimed his bow 
inside the den marked with an arrow 

- B.Pr: leesh, Std. VIL, 

'V MHSS, Chennai 








RUNDE] MOUYM'TS ePUL’g sUAKAY, 
PEpuexa|y'9 purjeaz MON's 9po1y 
Purjuryre uredg'z uessy"| :s49MsUy 


Trace the Place! 





das 





‘SSEIO “S O1PPNd “p Wed S,KOg “E SS9IG SUID °Z HEL" SS1OMS' 


Name : Devika.D. 

Age: 13 

Address : \1, Om Ganesh Pooja, 
Nr. Subash Dairy, Gandhi Nagar, 
Manipada Road, Dombivili (£), 
‘Thane, Maharashtra ~ 421201 





ir 












Hobbies [ novels, 
listening to music. 


Name : Gayashree 

Age : 13 

Address : Door No. 2/619, Rajiv 
Nagar, Belthur, P.O. Bagalur, Hosar, 
Malur Main Road 

Hobbies : Listening to music, 
singing, playing indoor games, 
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collecting stickers and chatting with 
friends. 


Name: PS.Sham Kumar 
Age: 14 
Address : Plot no.4, Siva Sakthi 
Nagar extension ross street, 
VGP Nagar, Rajakilpakkamn, 
Chennai — 600073. 
Hobbies : Drawing, 
bird watching collecting 
proverbs and quotes. 





“Name B.M.Vishal 
Age: 14 

Address : 4033, WOD, 
Std.IX ~ B, Sainik School, 


Qs ~ 586102 


Hobbies : Listening to music, 
playing games, making friends ard 
reading books. 


Name : Nitin Prince Reuben 
Age: 16 
Address : 13-A, Street 





Sector 10, Bhilai, Durg District, 
Chattisgarh — 490006 

Hobbies : Coin and stamp 
collection, playing football. 


Name : K.S.Karthik 
Age : 13 
Address : P-376/3, Officers 
Enclave, 410, Air Force Station, 


Jalahalli (East), Bengalooru, 
Karnataka ~ 560014 

Hobbies : Philately and surfing 
the net. 

Name : M.Shrin Shifana 

Age: 13 

Address : B-74, Sipcot Housing 





In 


Colony, Dharga, Hosur 635126 

Hobbies ; Playing, collecting 
shells, coins and leaves, craft making 
and singing, 


Name: Abhinay Iyer 
Age: 8 

Address 101, Kalindi 
Apartments, 11-A, Vrindavan Park, 





New Sama Road, Baroda, 
Gujarat — 390008, 
Hobbies : Drawing, gardening, 


Writing stories. 


Name > Pumu Taku 
Age: 13 
Address : Vivekananda Kendra 


Indeed! 


Vidyalaya, Nivedita Vihar, Seijosa, 
East Kameng Dist, Arunachal 
Pradesh — 790103 

Hobbies : Singing, watching TV, 
reading magazines, listening 
to music and watching Korean 
movies. 


Name : Srinath 
Age: 14 
Address MBT Road, 
Near Polytechnic College, 
Palamaner, Andhra 
Pradesh — 517408 
Hobbies : Surfing the net, 
cycling, swimming, 


Name : V.M.Ramachandiran 

Age : 13 

Address No.1, Shakti 
Vinayagar Colony, Crawford, 
Trichy — 620012 

Hobbies : Reading magazines, 
writing short stories, swimming, 
playing cricket and surfing the net. 


Name: R.K.Srividya 

Age : 13 

Address : BN 122, Balram Nagar, 
Safilguda, Malkajgiri_ Post, 
Hyderabad ~ 500047 

Hobbies : Listening to music, 


chatting with friends, reading story 
books, playing chess and badminton 
and watching TV. 
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A few months ago, I went on 
visit to England. It is also known as 
United Kingdom of Great Britai 
and Northern Ireland, common 
Kingdom (UK) 
It is a union of four countrie 

England, Norther Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales. The country is 










referred to as Unites 


constitutional monarchy governed 
by a parliamentary system. 

UK is surrounded by Atlantic The London Eye also known us 
Ocean, the North § sh__ the Millennium Wheel is the largest 
Channel and Irish Sea, and its capizal giant wheel in Europe and offers 
is London. Wefirst visited the Tower tourists a glimpse of the whole city 


8 
3 
3 




















of London where crown jew 
including the famed Koh 
diamonds of India, Star of Africa 1 


the London Bridge opening 
t 90 degrees at night which 
ded me of the nursery Rhyme 
a Bridge is falling down, 

Buckingham Palace, the official We also went to Dover in the 
London residence of the royal county of Kent, where we saw the 
monarch, Queen Elizabeth Il, The famed White Cliffs and we could 











were displayed. Next we visited “Londc 











palace houses the largest private 
garden in London. The Forecourt « 

Buckingham Palace is the place 
where the Changing of Guard takes 
place. This ceremonial ex 
major tourist attra 





impse of France across 
hannel as the sky was 














Palace 





* Buckingham 














in the Royal Observatory in 
Greenwich, London. The 0 
degree longitude here, is 
identified by a red marking on 
it. There is also a very 
interesting museum in the 
Royal Observatory which 


houses many historical 


watches including the first watch 


dating back to many centuries. 





We also travelled to Wales and 
it was very interesting to see Welsh 
written in the railway stations 
along with the English names 
reminding us of the two lang 
sign boards in India. Here, we saw 
the largest mountain peak in UK, at 
the Snowdonia National Park. 

Our next stop was Inverness. 
Scotland which lies on the banks 
of Lake Loch Ness which 
is supposed to be the home 


names 








of the mythical monster 
known as Nessi or the Loch 
Ness Monster. We also 
joined the other tourists and 
tried in vain to spot the 
monster! We were amazed 
to see the Harry Potter 


* Harry Potter Bridge| 





Bridge on the rail route between Fort 
William and Mallaig. This bridge is 
voted as the one of the most scenic 
routes in the world with numerous 
lakes, sea and snow capped 
‘mountains on either side. 

It was indeed a great trip and we 
thoroughly enjoyed the natural 
beauty and historical structures of 
UK and had a wonderful summer 


holiday 
- Abhinay Rajaseshan, 


Std.VIIL, Indian High School, 
Dubai, 





Dukhram was a rich and greedy money lender. He used to cheat the poor, 
illiterate villagers who borrowed money from him. He grew richer day by 








At the end of each day he used to None of these silly fellows 

discuss the day's events with his | | are able to understand that | ar 

servant. swindling them and that they arel 
How many paying double the interest. 


fools fell into your 
trap today, master?, 





Inthe same villagelivedan | | ...Qukhram swindled 
honest man, Anand. He | | the poor, innocent 
used tofeel unhappy that.. | | villagers of their hard 


He complained to 
the headman 
many times who. 
unfortunately 
took no action 
against Dukhram, 





oo 
fand met the king of the land. 
Aly lord the prsedy visit your village and solve 
moneylender in our village 
is cheating the poor by 
falsifying the account ‘You are very 
statements. kind and just, 


the problem. 


Thereby deciare open a day school for 
hildren and a night schoo! for the adults. | wan 
9 all the villagers toattend 
school compulsorily 
This is my order. 





Thad great 
expectations that our 
king would save the p 3 
villagers from the | lamina very bad 
greadly money lender's fix! All the villagers 
grasp instead of which balepsts el 


he has opened a 
school y and | am unable to 
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calculate interest 
ata very high rate 
but the villagers are 
now able to check 
the accounts. 





My lord, all the 
villagers have become 
literate now and 
Dukhram is out of 
business. 


It had punished Dukhram, somebody 
felse wquld have taken his place. The only 
\way to solve the problem was to educate 





Children from all over the world 
send contributions to Gokulam both 
through email and surface mail. If 
your contributions are to be published, 
they should be interesting and well- 
written. But that’s not enough; we 
need you to follow some simple rules 
as well: 


|, Writedown your name, class, gums © 


name of your school and complete 
residential address atthe beginning 
ofeach contribution, Henceforth, we 
will not accept any contribution with 
incomplete details, 

2. Make use of Ad sheets and 
write on one side of the paper, 
leaving the other side blank. And do 
write legibly. 

3, Number your pages and if your 
contribution runs to more than two 
pages, then write your complete 


bts 


i 










= 


TTENTION! 


6. All competition entries must 
reach us before the last date 
mentioned 

7. Coupons provided in Gokulam 
for competition entries should not be 
xeroxed. 

8. Entries to It’s Your Day 
(Birthday Bash) and theme based 
contributions (¢g,, Diwali, New year, 


Make Sure and Take Care 


personal details at the back of every 
page. 

4. Contributions by e-mail are 
welcome... but do not forget to give 
complete details including your e-mail 
id at the beginning of each mail 

5, The best contributions will be 
published and a certificate of 
appreciation will be sent to the 
contributor, Do preserve your 
certificates, for the child with the 
maximum number of certificates will 
geta bumper prize at the end of a year. 





Republic Day, Environment Day, 
Teacher's Day, etc) should reach us 
two months prior to the respective 
events. 

9. We are looking for original 
stories, experiences, amusing 
anecdotes and articles, but if you 
have based your writing on any 
source, then do acknowledge 
it 

10. No copying, please! 

Please make sure that you take care 
of the ten commandments! 





Concluding, Part 








aymond’s father, Mr. Pereira, being 

an army man instantly guessed that 
this was not a pre-planned attempt. 
Whoever had kidnapped the boys had 
done it on the spur of the moment and in 
the most amateurish way possible. 

“A thorough professional would have 
made a proper survey of the families and 
definitely asked for a higher ransom. He 
would have given sufficient time for the 
amount to be delivered, a minimum of 
24 hrs, so that he can transport his victims 
to an unknown hideout by then. But we 
know that the boys were last seen at 
around seven in the evening, and the 
kidnapper called an hour and a half later 
demanding the ransom to be paid by 
midnight. It looks like the fellow is ina 
hurry to escape with his booty. He should 
be somewhere nearby and so are our 


boys,” he concluded without a flicker of 
doubt. 

“We'll first stack a bag with paper 
notes at the bottom and a pile of real ones 
‘on top of it,” Mr. Pereira explained his 
plan. “Nayak, you can go and place it 
next to the light house.” 

He then tumed to the girls and added, 
“You are both going with me to the spot, 
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where you last saw the boys.” 


Meanwhile, inside the 
isolated hut the boys were 
frustrated and losing patience. 

“It’s nearing ten. | wonder 
what our folks are doing back 
home.” Sunil pondered, 
glancing at his watch. 

'm sure my dad will save 
.” Raymond said confidently 




















Suddenly the boys heard voices 
from outside. It looked like their 
kidnapper was back with his 
accomplices. 

“One of you go to the 
lighthouse and collect the bag,” 
they heard the shell vendor 
command. “Check properly if 
there are three lakh rupees in the 


bag...” he added. “If not, give 
call and I will teach them a lesson.’ 





“This fellow is really dangerous,” 
Sunil panicked. “I hope the bag 
contains the demanded amount.” 

“Now stay quiet and let me do a 
bit of talking,” Raymond hushed his 
friend, “Ihave a plan and let's see if 
it works.” 


“Hello! When are 
you letting us free?” 
he asked at he top of 
his voice. 
“As soon 
as | get my 
three 
















lakhs,” was the prompt reply. 

“What? You asked for just three 
lakhs?” Raymond began working out 
his plan. “How could you be so 
foolish?” 

“What do you mean?” 
the fellow queried 
confusedly. 

“You could have 


Adventure Story 





easily asked for ten,” Raymond put 
in casually. “After all, we are 
precious to our parents.” 


This stoked their kidnapper’s 
greed and he declared that he would 
immediately call up and ask for 
more, Carefully Raymond made his 
next move. 

“But I don’t think they'll believe 
you unless you let me speak on the 
phone,” he reasoned. 

The shell vendor seemed a little 
doubtful at this but then greed took 
the better of him and he agreed to 
use the boy to make a fresh 
demand, As he fumbled for the keys 
inside his pockets, Ray quickly 
whispered to Sunil to stand right 
behind the door and barge out as 
soon as the fellow opened it. 

“We will just shove him aside 
and run,” whispered Raymond. 

‘The door opened slightly and the 
boys rushed out like rockets, 
pushing the shocked vendor to the 
ground, They ran down the beach 
in two different directions, They 
could hear their kidnapper screaming 
and firing aimlessly. 

By this time Mr. Pereira 
and’ Mr. Nayak had 
reached the beach and 
parted ways, the former 











following the girls towards the shops and came the reply. “Once we have 
the latter heading for the light house. _ourthree lakhs, why do weneed 
As the trio kept walking down therow _ the boys?” 

ofshops Trisha suddenly noticed ashiny “You are right. Look! Raja is 

silver button glittering in the light of the _ back.” 

moon. She picked it up and exarainedit_ The man called Raja who had 

thoroughly. gone to the light house to pick 
the ransom bag came rushing to 


“Hey, I am sure this belongs to the spot breathlessly. 





Sunil! I think it must have accidentally “We have been cheated,” he 
fallen off his shirt when he was walking _Screamed in fury. “Only the top 
this way,” she deduced. layer in the bag is genuine 


“Good work! Do you 
see the fishing boats over 
there?” Mr. Pereira 
pointed to a cluster of 
boats. “Let us go there 
and see if we can find any 
more clues about the 
boys’ whereabouts,” 
uided by the 
moonlight the threesome 
came upon the fishing 
boats and nets, and 
walking a little further 
they could hear some 
noise. 

“Quick, hide behind 
one of these boats,” the army man money and there are wads of 
ordered and the girls instantly crouched useless paper at the bottom.” 
behind the inverted catamarans. “Now we really need to teac'a 

“Where the hell did they escape?” they them all a lesson,” he added. 
could hear somebody shout. “I’m sure “Bring the boys and we will get 
they must be hiding somewhere nearby.” out of this town and place a fresh 

“You know what, let us wait for Raja demand.” 
to come back with the ransom money,” “But the boys have escaped,” 
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the other two men screamed 
with rage. “Come on, let's go 
after them, fast!” 

“They must be either in the 
woods behind the hut or hiding 
behind these boats,” and they 
started their search. 

“Hey! Look what I’ve found! 
A pair of girls in the place of 
those two boys,” exclaimed the 
surprised vendor. 

The other two men came 











rushing to the spot and couldn’t 
believe their eyes, 

Pulling the shivering girls 
from their hiding spot they 
bellowed, “Hey, come on! Catch 
hold of the girls. 'm certain they 
are also hand in glove with the 
run-away boys.” 


But before the men could act, 
MsPereira sprang from where he had been 
hiding and caught the shell vendor from 
behind. He quickly grabbed the pistol from 
his hand and targeted it towards the 
kidnapper’s pulsating temples. 

“Your game is up,” he said sternly. 
“Ask your men to drop their weapons.” 

‘The vendor was about to command his 
‘men to drop their weapons when the other 
twomen caught hold of Trisha and Kavita 
and held their weapons at the girls’ 
throats. 

“Well done chaps,” the vendor 
hailed and before the shocked army 
man could decide what best could 
be done in the situation, Ray and 
Sunil sprang out from their hideout 
near by. They pounced on the two 
unsuspecting men from behind and 
brought them down flat to the 
ground. Then they quickly snatched 
the weapons from theirhands. Itall 
happened in seconds, so fast that 
even the culprits remained ina state 
of confusion. Mr. Pereira alerted the 
inspector who was already on his 
way, along with Mr. Nayak. In no time 
the kidnappers were packed into the 
police jeep and driven away. 

“And thus ends your adventure with 
the sea shell vendor,” laughed Mr. Pereira 

“Oh! Let’s just call it PROJECT 
SHELL-O-LOGY,” shouted the children 
in unison. 
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Son: Today you can equate me 
with Gandhi, Nehru and other 
prominent leaders of the past 

Father : How’s that? 

Son : I went down in history! 


Father : If had ten guavas and | 
gave you three, how many would he 
left with me? 

Son: Idon’t know, In the school 
we do arithmetic only with apples 
>Sai Sudharshan, 
Std.IX, PS. Sr. Sec. School, 

Chennai 





Boy : Dad, isa cup of coffee very 


expensive? 
Father : No, but 
why are you 
asking? 


Boy : I just spilled 
a cup on your new 
shirt and T cannot 

understand why 

mom is shouting 
at me for that! 

- S.Dhivija, 

Std.IX, 

SBOA MHS3, 

Chennai 


Raj: 
eye? 

Yash : I got hit by a ‘guided 
muscle’! 


How did you get a black 


- B.Gayathri, 
Std.X, Shimla 


Rahul: Why are you walking in 
and out of the house? 
Mohan : | am preparing for th 
‘entrance exam’, 
~ Abhinay Anand, 
Std.VI, Defence Lab. School, 
Hyderabad 


QO OOHQO OY BQOQQO4GO@ 








Dear Children, 

Find out the solutions with the help of the 
clues given below. Work on the hints 
provided at the bottom of the page and the 
answers will fit in automatically. Merry 
Christmas and, 


Happy New Year! 


*Note: All the words of ‘Pyramid 
Puzzle — 5’ end with the letters ‘IN” 












Fill 
in the form 
‘on the 


























your entries 
to Gokulam 

before L 

24.12.09 



































Pyramid Puzzle - 5 


41. An immoral act 
ye 2. Adownfall 
3. The land of Flamenco 
4, Herge was the creator of this famous comic character 
5. Stay away 
6.A political murderer 
7. Confirm 
8. Take pains beyond limit 
9. Iron containing substance in red blood cells 
-GSS 
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Congratulations! Here are the 
winners of Pyramid Puzzle -3 (October 
2009) and the solutions as well. The 
results of Pyramid Puzzle - 4 will 
be published inthe January 2010 
issue, 

1) Kalpalathika 
Ramanujan, Ste.VI, 
‘St.Xavier's High 
School, Nerul, Navi 
Mumbai 

2) Vinayak Das, 
Std. VI, Buxi 
Jagabandhu 
English 
Medium 
School, 
PA inectarad Coimbatore 

pint lanier Sri 5) Fiona Sylvester, Ste. Vil, Carmel 


4) S.Krupa, Std.Vl, Vidhya Niketan, Convent High School, Bengalooru 


Pyramid) Puzzle,-. 5) Entry, Form, 


Name ; (Mr/Ms).. 
Age: 







































































Class = .. 





School : 
“Residential Address : 





soeesPIN 





Signature : 








* Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
© Strictly for school going children @ Five lucky winners will get a cash 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all 
correct entries. @ Entries with completed grid on the reverse accepted on this 
form only @ No xerox copies. 
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A leopard like spotted gecko and 
a fanged frog which eats birds are 
among the several new species found 
in the Mekong river region of S.E. 
Asia, W.WE. says that in 2008 alone, 
scientists discovered 100 plants, 28 
fish, 18 reptiles, 14 amphibians, two 
‘mammals and one bird species in the 
region, hitherto unknown to 
mankind. This is in addition to 1000 
new species catalogued there from 
1997 to 2007! 















ee 
4,80,000 match sticks were used 
by Brian Croucher living in West 


* Spotted Gecko 


Sussex, Great Britain, to 
make a model of an extra 
terrestrial being named 
“Dalek”, The model is 5 feet 3 
inches tall and it took two years 
for Brian to finish the model 
and varnish it! 
coe 

We have heard of bomb 

deduction squads and their sniffer 








Around the World 


* Match stick Model 


dogs which sniff out bombs placed 
by terrorists. A British research and 
development department has found 
that honey bees can be used for the 
same purpose! The bees are exposed 
to smell of T.N.T. explosives. 
Immediately thereafter, they are 
given sugary syrup asa reward. After 
such training, iftaken to a suspected 
area, the bees, when released fly 
directly to the bomb whereever it 
may be concealed, in expectation of 








out Bombs! 


me 7 


‘Y 
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a reward! Thereafter the bomb 
disposal squad takes over and 


diffuses the bomb, 
eco 

Running about 
with their clothes on 
fire; plunging 50 feet 
into an enormous 
inflated air bag, being 
catapulted through air, 
head first like a human 
missile... These are 
some of the stunts that students lean 
in the International Stunt School, 
U.S.A. Most of these students are 
absorbed by Hollywood while othe:s 
migrate in search of jobs to other 
states and countries. 

eco 

A big fire blazed in an L0.C. 
depot near Jaipur, A leak ina pipeline 
is suspected to be the reason, The 
loss amounts to several hundred 
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* Fire at OC depot, Jaipur 


crores! The fire raged for several 
days Killing six and injuring more 
than 150 people. Investigation 
© is on, but obviously there has 
inmaintenance 










A sixteen year old 
‘monster python reared as a 

pet was taken away by 

authorities after neighbours 
complained, The female Burmese 
Python weighed 180 kg. and was 18 
feet long! It belonged to Melvia 
Cheever of Florida, The law makers 
in that state introduced strict laws for 
owners of dangerous 
pets, after a recent 
tragedy. 

ec0o 

Maoist attacks 
in West Bengal, 
Chattisgarh and in 
some other states 
resulted in death and destruction 
Home Minister P. Chidambaram has 





stated that the wanted chief minister 
government is willing to Yeddyurappa to be 
have peace talks with replaced. The B.J.P. high 
Maoists on condition they command though 
lay down arms, Many unyielding on this count, 
accepted several other 
demands of the Reddy 
brothers, who have 
and if their standard of funded the B.J.P. election 
t *P.Chidambaram = campaign. No wonder 


cir support many people feel that money power 








observers feel that the 
Maoists are exploiting the 
tribals and down trodden 





living is raised 
Maoists will lose th 
ee 

A Japanese eye wear company democracy 


specialises in spectacles which 





has won once again, weakening 





eco 
ections to state assemblies of 
Maharashtra, Arunachal Pradesh and 








Haryana took place peacefully. There 
was 72% voting in Arunachal 
Pradesh giving lic to China’s claim 





» several parts of the state, The 





gress made a clean sweep here, 
In Maharashtra, the Congress 

N.C.P. combine won and formed 
overnment, though only after 
g and consequent delay 
the independents ya 








makes the wearer blink! Obsessive 








book worms, TLV. viewers a eit support to Cor 
my 








computer starers will benefit by this le majority and government 


innovation, Such people f 





resulting in occular dehyd 





will make the 





spectacl 





fogup’ if blinked 


for more than five seconds! A simple 


wearer 





blink will clear the lens once 
ee 
Tn Kamataka, the Reddy bros 











* Karnataka CM Yeddyurappa 


Episode IX 


ita felt a little weak in her knees 
and she knew it was fear. Many felt 
fear in their stomachs but Sita always 
felt it in her knees. She turned to see 
the ghosts frozen hip down. Well! 
They were not of much help anyway 
and surely they cannot 
stand up to Damar 
Baba. 

As Sita rose to her 
feet, it all came back. 
The gnome had 
kidnapped her as a newbom 
from her mother Vanithai’s 
side and her father's 
whereabouts was unknown. 
The cause for all this was Damar 
Baba. 

“Why did you kidnap me?” 
demanded Sita in a brave voice. 

“So that I may get the alluvial 
waters through you. The blood of 
Vanithai flows through you and only 
a divine being can access the holy 
waters. Now get me the water and I 
will release you,” said Damar Baba. 

“Evil man. I will not help you 
again, I have spent precious years 
fulfilling your diabolic plans and 
wishes. Kill me if you must, I shall 
not budge,” said Sitamma. 

“Boohoooooo. Atleast you can be 
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killed and death will release you. 
‘What about us who are already dead? 
Are we going to remain like this?” 
cried Kurali-Gnyamali (KG). 
“Quiet,” ordered Sitamma and the 
ghosts fell silent immediately. 
“I will not fetch you the alluvial 





Adventures of 


waters. | will not help you in your 
insidious plans. I command you to 
leave this mountain now,” said Sita 
boldly. 

““Hahahahahaha,” laughed Damar 
Baba and hurled a pain-body-bone 
spell at Sita 

“Aaaaaaaaarrrrght” she screamed! 
in pain. Tears burst forth from Sita’s 
eyes. 

“Repent for your rebelliousness,” 
said Damar Baba and threw yet 
another potent sting-like-bee spell at 
her. 

Sita fell in one heap on the floor. 

“Gnnnnnn, gnnnn,” the ghosts 


———<E Ln 


tried to break free from the stone that 
their tails had become 
a, get up dear,” the ghosts 
shouted 

“Good for nothing ghosts feeling 
commented 





stupid emotions, 
Damar Baba and waited impatiently 
for Sita to recover and obey his 





Twi 
jin 
commands, 

“If this has not taught her a less 
nothing will,” murmured Baba, 

“This is one lesson | do not wish 
to learn,” said Sita raising weakly to 
her fect again 

“Really?” said Damar Baba and 
aimed a crush-the-heart bolt at her. 

A stinging ray of heat and pain 





Story & Illustrations: 
Jaya Madhavan 


Ghosts 





burst forth from Damar Baba’s staff 
and hit Sita in her chest, when 
suddenly the ray deflected and 
pierced Damar Baba’s heart. 

“Aaarrrrrgh!” Shouted Damar 
Baba and fell dead, 

Sita couldn't understand it. She 
and extracted 





felt inside her pocl 


the bark of the Vilwa tree. 
When had she put it her 
But how lucky for it had 
protected her like an armour from the 
death ray. 

“Damar Baba is dead. Damar 
Baba is dead,” shouted the ghosts in 
joy, but Sita was crying hard. 

‘Are you in pain? Why are you 
crying?" asked the ghosts. 

“I didn’t want him to die. He was 
like a father to me afterall. [thought 
once I got the alluvial waters I could 
use it on him too, to change his bad 
heart into a good one,” wept Sita 
‘The ghosts tearfully spread out their 
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arms for her. Sita rushed and hugged 
their stony tails. Her tears flowed 
over the stone and miracle of 
miracles! The stone thawed and the 
ghosts got their tails again! 

“Eh? What is this?” they asked 
in wonder. 

As Sita cried, her tears bathed her 
body and suddenly all pain in her 
body and heart vanished. She was 
able to stand up briskly once again. 


“My god! Sita, your tears are 
the alluvial waters of the Vidhem 
mountains!” yelled the ghosts in 
great surprise. 

“Really?” cried Sita happily and 
collected some of her tears in the 
Vilwa cup. 

She went close to Damar Baba 
and sprinkled few drops on him. A 
sudden burst of light emerged from 
his heart and floated upwards. 

“Thanks Sita. The waters have 
made me pure. I now go to the 
heavenly abode to be amidst gnomes 
and good fairies. 
Though I was your 
enemy, youstill 
shed tears for 
me. That 





“Sita, 
your tears \ 
are the 
alluvial waters 
of the Vidham 
mountains!” 
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divinity in you has made the alluvial 
waters of Vidham to appear from 
your eyes. Go back the same route 
you came here. Goto Vilwadweera, 
there isa surprise awaiting you," said 
the light and disappeared. When Sita 
turned, Damar Baba’s body had 
disappeared too. 

“Come on, let us go 10 
Vilwadweepa,” shouted KG in great 
joy. The ghosts transformed into a 
beautiful palanquin and carried Sira 
grandly like a queen. 

“I can’t wait to see what the 
surprise is about,” exclaimed Sita, 
holding the Vilwa cup carefilly, lest 
the alluvial waters spilled. 

Soon they reached the isle and 
Sita rushed to the Vilwa tree and 
sprinkled some of the waters on it 
and lo! The tree disappeared and in 
its place stood a kind looking man 

“My dear daughter!” said the 

| man and 
<O) Sita burst 

SS into a shout 
a of great joy 

and happiness. 

“Thavea father, [ 
have parents.” 

“Hurrah,” joinec 
f inthe ghosts. 

“When | 
tried to rescue 
you from 
Damar Baba 


who kidnapped you from your birth 
bed, he transformed me into a tree 
and rooted me in this isle. Poor 
Vanithai, lost both her husband and 
child in one go and she knew nothing, 
about both our whereabouts until the 
gnome told her,” said Sita’s father 
sadly. 

“But we are all going to be 
together now,” said Sita smilingly. 

“Wow! Great family reunion. Let 
us celebrate with jilebis,” shouted the 
ghosts 

“Not so fast, we have Panchami 
to rescue. We have to be in 
Ashwadweepa before sunset, 
otherwise Panchami would tum into 
a horse and we cannot distinguish 
‘one horse from the other in the dark,” 
said Sita. 

Before long father and daughter 
were whizzing to Ashwadweepa. 
‘The sun was tuming a deep orange. 

“Hurry,” Sita urged the ghosts, yet 
by the time they landed it was nearly 
dark. 

“Panchami, Panchami?” Sita 
hollered out pitifully, when she saw 
the young boy waving to her from 
the hillock. He was fast transforming 
into a horse. 

Sita ran up the hill as fast as she 
could and sprinkled the waters on 
him and boom! The horse vanished 
and in its place stood Panchami, all 
smiles. He gently acknowledged 
Sita’s gesture and bowed in the 






direction 
of her 
father. 

“Aren’t 
you the man 
whom people 
called the magic 
farmer?” asked 
Panchami, and Sita’s father nodded. 

“My father, a magic farmer?” 
asked Sitamma in surprise. 

“Don’t be misled by his simple 
looks. He knows how to make even 
a barren land yield. My father used 
to call him the magic farmer as he 
kept the Vidham kingdom safe from 
famines,” said Panchami, and Sita 
smiled proudly at having two 
illustrious parents. 

“[ am happy you have got your 
father back,” smiled Panchami and 
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asked, “But what happened to Damar 
Baba?” 

“He’s dead. As dead as we are,” 
chipped in the ghosts. 

“Your own father will be 
overjoyed to see you. Let us go back 
fast,” said Sita. Immediately Kurali 
turned into two huge baskets 
balanced on a scale and was carried 
by Gnyamali 

Sita and her father sat in one 
basket and Panchami in the other and 
together they sped towards the 
Vidham kingdom. As they 
approached the palace, Joud 
celebratory sounds floated up to 
them. Bugles were playing, flags 
flying and lights twinkling. 

“What is the celebration about?” 
everyone wondered as they 
descended. 





“Welcome, welcome, welcome,” 
said a voice and it was the King 
himself. Panchami jumped out of the 
basket and rushed into his father’s 
waiting arms, The King and the 
queen were in tears. They held out 
their hand to Sita 

“We are so grateful to you. You 
have saved not only our son but our 
kingdom too, from the insidious 
plans of Damar Baba. Your mother 
Vanithai told us everything and she 
also saw with her divine eyes that 
you had quelled Damar Baba. We 
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wish to honour you and your 
parents,” said the king, when 
Vanithai emerged from the crovids. 

“Mother,” shouted Sita and ren to 
Vanithai, who looked stunnec on 
seeing her husband 

“Indeed, | am alive, Vanithai,”” 
said her husband happily. 

Together, the King led Sita and 
her parents to his throne and bade 
them to sit on it. 

“For today, my kingdom is 
yours,” he said 

“We shall always remain your 
subjects only,” said 
Sita’s parents 
and descended 
from the throne 
and besceched 
the King, 
queen and 










to 









Panchami 
ascend it 
“We 
appoint you 
our ministers, 
and Sita our 
royal advisor 
to Panchami 
forlife. When 
she grows up, 


| = 


she shall bea minister in Panchami’s 
court and guide him. And the route 
Sitamma took to reach the Vidham 
mountains shall henceforth be called 
the Warrior route,” said the King 
while Sita’s parents looked on with 
pride. 

“So I did come back by the 
warrior route,” whispered Sita to 
herself with joy. 

“What about us? What about us?” 
cried Kurali and Gnyamali. 

“Oh! I completely forgot about 
you. Let me sprinkle the alluvial 
waters and first separate you 
both. Then you are free to 
go your ways,” said Sita 


with the alluvial waters. 
“What? You want us to 


* Sitamma, 
happily 

re-united 

with her 






















separate? We never said we wanted 
to separate, We merely wanted to 
know if there isn’t any reward for us 
for coming with you on this 
mission,” said KG in unison. 

“| thought you both hated each 
other and wanted to split and have 
tails of your own?” teased Sitamma. 

“Er...no, we have ambitious 
plans. Dear King, may we have an 
abandoned house with a tamarind 
tree by its gate. That way we can on 
alternate days fulfill our ambitions 
of haunting a house and also a tree. 
Heh-heh,” laughed KG and got their 
wish granted by the kind king, (But 


_, sadly nobody felt scared of the 


ghosts. In fact they used the house 
like # common guest house of the 
village and made the ghosts do all 
the chores. On Sundays, the boys 
gathered under the 
tamarind tree and 
bugged the ghosts 
to tell them the story 
of their adventure to the 
Vidham mountains, which 
the ghosts did in exchange for 
jilebis.) 

So that is how the long 
adventure of Sitamma and 
the twin ghosts comes to 
an end, with Sita finding 
her parents and the 
ghosts who decided they are 
two ghosts yet one, 









As always we received a huge 
response from our readers. And 
this time there has been an equal 
division of opinion, Many children 
have expressed that it was really 
necessary to safeguard our culture 
from the onslaught of latest 
fashion and an equal number of 
them have felt that there was 
nothing wrong in dressing 
ccording to the times. 





Today's fashion trends have 
made children forget their cultu: 
which is not good. If this contin: 
for some more time, our tradi 











Indian dresses may disappear 
completely and we will 
clones of the West. 

= M.GBharat 





become 





'SMBM School. 
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Varun.M, Std.VIIl, Cepitol 
Public School, Bengalvoru; 
A.Akaash, Std.V1, 

Pon Vidyashram, Chennai; 
GRSwathi, St.X1, 
St.Joseph’s MUSS, 
Sathyamangalam; Sudarshan 








cs 
a 


ashion and 


Gopal, Std.V1, Apeejay School, 
New Delhi 


Some children adopt fashions 
merely for the sake of showing off! 
Thisis sheer vanity, Children should 
be trained to uphold the values of 
their family in the way they dress too. 

~ Namitha Satheesh, Std.VI, 
Maharishi Vidya Mandir, Chennai 








‘ashion may increase the gap 
between the rich and the poor 
children. 





nay create envy in 
children of lesser means, Harmony 
should not be disturbed in the neme 
of fashion. 
- Pranay Kolady, 3rd grade, Eston 
Elementary School, Cupertino, USA 





At their age, children should 
concentrate on their studies not on 
shion. They should not 





distracted by fashion trends; but — ee 


instead focus on their education. their parents’ advice in all matters of 
-HLR.Ananya, St.VI, SriRamakrishna dressing till they grow up. 
Vidya Niketan, SI ~ Bhushan Bharat Ladniya, 
StdIV, S-Xavier's HS, Raipur; Rahul, sed. Vi11, Podar School, Jalna; C.Liston 
Std. VIII, Velammal MHSS, Chennai; Fermi, CMHSS, Marthandam 
Anjali.R, Std.VI, KV-Minambakkam, 











‘Andrew's High Schock, Hublé, A simple, clean and tidy dress 
Ashwathi Menon, Mumbai Which adequately covers our body is 
sufficient to present oneself in 


a. public. The innocence and 
u ‘ure natural beauty in children do not 

S need any embellishments 
Sew ~Akanksha.P. Wadhavkar, 


Nivico-tave poodle are sitracia Std. VIII, Shantinagar High School, 
ove aye peopre ere eiaciey ‘Thane, Maharashtra; Nayana.B, 


by western culture and fashion which Std. VILL, Holy Angels ISC School, 
is not suitable for our climate. —_Nanthencode; Parasar Lenka, Std.XII, 
Salwar Kameez and lehengas are GN.Khalsa College, Mumbai 


more fashionable than jeans and GN. Kavya, Std.VIT, Shrishti 
skirts Sec. School, Vellore; 


‘dh Shetty, St.1X, MTM School, 



























= M.Aishwarya Lakshmi, Std roles rue Hatrean 
JD Tytler School; Sneha.S, Std.IX, MHSS, Coimbatore 
Avila Convent MESS, s 
‘Coimbatore: . 
RAaditya In the name of fashion many 


Ramasamy, children today wear indecent 
St.VIII, clothes. Wearing such dresses is an 
Montfort insult to all of us. Personality is 

Teaeh derived from what we do rather than 

DAL.BSowjanya, What we wear. Children look idiotic 

Std.X,SFS__ in the name of fashion. 

School, ~ Bipul Dey, Std. VIII, Rabindranath 

Vishakapatnam High School, Howrah, West Ben; 

E.Yethishwar, Std.IX, Vignan High 

Children School, Hyderabad; R.Sadhvika, 
should ‘Std.IX, Crea Children's Academy, 
Trichy; B.Pragadeesh, Std.IX, Sri 

follow ‘Sankara Vidyashramam MHSS, 
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Chennai; Sanjay Nayak, Std.VI, 
Madhavakripa School, Manipal: 

Srividhya Sridhar, Hari Shree 
‘alayam, Chennai 





‘Children may dress according to 
the latest fashion but a the same time 
should not forget the society they live 
in, They should not give up the 
values and ethical code while 
following the latest fashion 





Jnanodaya School, Bengalooru: 
Krishnapriya.K, Std.L) 
CBSE School, Coimbatore; 
Rajesh, StdV1, St.Joseph’s Convent 
High School, Pune; A.Aishwarya, 
Std.LX, StJoseph’s Convent, Coonoor; 
Karthigeyan, Std.XI, Sai MHSS, 
Chennai; Aravindh.S.N.R, 
Std.X1, BVB MISS, 

















Std.VI, Bharathi 
Vidya Bhavan MUL 
Erode; Astra 

Chowdary, Std.X1, 
Chaitanya Junior 
College, Vishakapatnams 
Ashwini Velmurugan, 
Std.IX, Maharishi Vidya 
Mandir, Hosur; 
Sindhuja, Std.X1, 
Hyderabad 














‘ashion should 
not deprive us of 
comfort. Weshould not 


follow trends but 
should be trend setters. 
~Nanditha 





Ravindar, Std.XII, Leo MHSS, 
(Chennai; Yazhini Anbumani, Std.X, 
Kalaimagal Kalvi Nilayam, Erode; 
Manasvini Mukund, Std.VIM1, PS. 
SrSecSehool, Cheanai 











Fashion changes with time. 
Everyone likes to look good. We 
may not have many opportunities to 
dress when we grow up, so itis better 
todress up now. Dressing according 
to the latest trends also gives us self 
confidence. Fashion is the Modern 
Go 





- V.Krishna Kumar, Coimbatore; 
R.kirthika, Std.VI1, Vivekananda 
Kendra Vidyalaya, Port Blair; Ankita 
Chatterjee, Std.XI, BSRXY, 
Secunderabad; Varshini.S, Std.V U1, 
KY, Bengalooru; B.Ramasubramanian, 
id.1V, NET Public School, 
Bengalooru; Suhasini Ramani, Std.VI, 
GD Birla Centre for Education; 
Kolkata; V.Deepak Ramanan, Std.V (II, 
TVS MHSS, Madurai; Balaji 
Venkatesan, Std.V1, Model English 























‘School, Mumbai; R.Merey Rophina, 
Std. VIL, St.Joseph’s MHSS, Dindigul; 
J.Vishnu, Sta.X1, Sunbeam MHSS, 
Vellore 


Winat a person chooses to wear 
reflects his personality. It becomes 
his mode of expression and also 
indicates his status in the society. 

- R.Balaji, Std.XU, 
Indian School, Abu Dhabi 


Trchildren do not dress according 
to the latest fashion, they may feel 


West Bengal; C.Adikeshay, Std.X, Vels 





Vidyashram, Chennai; V.Thenkani, 
Std.X, St.Joseph’s of Cluny MHSS, 
Chennai 


This the duty of our elders to teach 
us the dress code for various 
occasions, Traditional attire can be 
worn for festivals, functions and 
during visits to temples. But during 
parties children can wear fashionable 
clothes. 








~ P.imaya, Std.VL, Sri 
Akilandeswari Vidyalaya, Trichy; 
Aravind, Std.V1, Lakshmi School, 
Madurai; T-Nithin Raj, Std.V1, 
Bashyam Residential School, 
Vishakapatnam; 
Aishwarya.N.Eashwar, Std.VI, Starex 
: . Intnl School, Delhi B.Navya, Std.V, 
inferior and outdated in comparison ‘St.Paul’s High School, Hyderabad; 
to their friends and peers. Also, each R.Aravindhan, Std.VII1, Bell MHSS, 
fashion has a specific purpose to Tirunelveli: RAarthi, Std.IX, Marathi 


fi ee < ‘MUSS, Puducherry; Anjana.P, Holy 
fulfill, It crops up on the basis of SS, Peducherey Anjo Hey 


the changing needs of a society. K.Vignesh, Std. VIL, Vasavi Vidyalaya 
~ Sumana Aich, Std. MUSS, Coimbatore; Soubhagya. S. 
Prabhu, Std.X, St.Mary's Bethany 
K.Deepika, Std. VI, St Public School, Alappuzha; Kavithe.G, 
High School, Bellary; Sayak Roy, ‘Std.XI, St.Joseph of Cluny, 
Std.V, Krishnagar Academy, Nadia, Pondicherry 


QUESTION FOR THE MONTH : 


“Given an opportunity would you prefer to go abroad for higher 
studies or continue them in India?” 




























Send us your views by 24.12.2009. Each published entry will receive a 
prize of Rs. 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and 
residential address. Those of you who are non-residents of India should send us a 
local (Indian) address too. You can send entries by post or by e-mail 
(gokulam@kalkiweekly. com) 
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Lest) L | Of" 


Hey Billy, it is not 
good to watch the 
cartoon channel early 
in the morning, 





You need to watch the 
news channel to find out 
the latest happor 


around the world. This 
will keep you updated. 


Yahoo! 
Good news! 
They have 
announced in the 
news that all schools 
are closed due to 
heavy rains. |can 
watch cartoons 








What's come over Jillu? Sho 
always switches on the cartoon 
channels as soon as she gets up. 
Anyway | am happy that she is 
watching informative programmes. 


Wow I understand 
why she wanted 
to catch the morning news. 





[Re Rh She Be Me Ree He He Me Me Be He Me He He Mee Mee Re He He He] 
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'A6 THE GOYS FOLOM XENON] 2 


THEY PEACH THE AUENS. || RT 
is pesey 006 en r 
TO PLAY. XENON LEAD US *h 
Show TO THe DeKaToN. 



















Ai > 
0 Wow 00 we 8B?) 
He DEAT. 














{Hey cONTeOL Hm | 
HPOUEN THAT COULAR, 


“4 


[wr saure-swrrea can taxes |[ AS YENOW CONES TO SHYAN 
The toon cr kenon. wn suvan|| He ceMOvES 1s COULAG 
Vue TO THe PEA Ove AND DESTROYS 1. 
wow 
Cer mem TY Ano 
CsONTeOL YOU 











__ 


MEANWHILE, CAM AS XENON || GAM DECIDES TO TEACH |[—_— 
UEADa THe ALIENS ON'AWhO || “THe ALIENS ALESSON. ‘Who KNEW POPpIS 
dose cnase ‘COULD Save THe DEKATEN 
“aN GET Us ANEW PET 
AL Wone ony? 












ins z 

AF we CONT CONTE 

Hey! THis 1 Hus, He CAN 21? Us APART. 

| |G ns Onset ie opcaron LETS 
ee ‘save Gun LNES. PUN 








S—aaagen! 


Crisis gerne 
US NOWNEe, 














